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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1,2, 4-6, 8, 10, 14, 15, 17, 20-21 and 25-31 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or. in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 
over US Patent 51 10660 to Wolf et al. 

Re: claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 10, 14, 15, 17, 20, 21, and 25-31. Wolf etal. 
show in figure 3 a multi-axis and vibration isolator comprising: a body having a top end 
and a bottom end, the body made of an elastomeric material as disclosed in col. 4 lines 
14-15 for attenuating at a first frequency along a vertical axis that passes through the 
top and bottom ends, a first hole shown to the left of the hole labeled with element 6 
extending through the body between the top and bottom ends and a second hole shown 
to the right of the hole labeled with element 6 extending through the body between top 
and bottom ends, the second hole intersecting the first hole, the first and second holes 
being sized and shaped for attenuating vibration at a second frequency along a lateral 
axis that is perpendicular to the vertical axis as suggested by the similarity In structure 
between the instant invention and the Wolf device, and a cavity or one of the channels 6 
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found immediately below the displayed channels 6 shown in figure 3 (for example, the 
cavity of figure 3 is positioned similar to the channel 4 in the cross-sectional view shown 
in figure 2) having a bottom surface (similar to the bottom of channel 4 in figure 2) 
formed in the top end (Examiner notes that channel 4 in the view shown in figure 2 is 
the top end because it is positioned above the mid channel shown between elements 4 
and 5 in figure 2) for receiving an electronic component (Examiner notes that the cavity 
is an opening therefore it is capable of receiving an electronic component, as broadly 
recited). 

Also with respect to the size and shape of the holes, Examiner notes that \n In re 
Dailey, 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966) the court held that the configuration 
of a claimed object was a matter of choice which a person of ordinary skill in the art 
would have found obvious absent persuasive evidence that the particular configuration 
is significant. Examiner notes that it is old and well-known in the art to modify the cross- 
section of an openings or apertures within a vibration isolator to achieve the attenuation 
of certain desired frequencies. 

Re: claim 8. Wolf et al. show in figure 3 a third hole or the hole to the left of the 
end of the lead line of number 7 extending through the body along a third axis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wolf et al. 
In In re Dailey, 357 F.2d 669. 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966) the court held that the 

configuration of a claimed object was a matter of choice which a person of ordinary skill 
in the art would have found obvious absent persuasive evidence that the particular 
configuration is significant. Applicant lacks criticality for the recitation of the shape of 
the holes specifically being circular. In fact, Applicant teaches away from the particular 
configuration being significant by suggesting in the last line of pg. 6 and the first line of 
pg. 7 that the holes can be circular or other shapes. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 1/3/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Examiner first notes that the 1 12 rejections have been withdrawn in light of 
the amendment and the showing of support for the amendments. 

With regards to the rejection of the claims. Applicant argues that Wolf neither 
teaches or suggests the cavity limitation. The claims have been amended to recite a 
"cavity having a bottom surface formed in the top end for receiving an electronic 
component." Examiner reiterates that Wolf shows the limitation of a cavity in the form of 
a radial channel 6 situated below the channels 6 shown in plan view in figure 3 similar to 
the way in which channel 4 is situated below the top channel shown in the area of the 
lead line of number 2 in figure 2. Examiner notes that the cavity 6 of Wolf has a bottom 
surface formed in the top end. The bottom surface of the cavity 6 is considered to be in 
the top end of the body since the cavity 6 is situated similar to that of cavity 4 in figure 2 
which has a bottom surface that is above the middle cavity (shown between elements 4 
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and 5 in figure 2). Finally, since the cavity is an opening, it is capable of receiving an 
electronic component, as broadly recited. 

Applicant also argues that Wolf suggests nothing about attenuating vibrations at 
a second frequency and about attenuating vibrations along an axis perpendicular to the 
vertical axis. Examiner disagrees and maintains that Wolf discloses or suggests the 
limitation about attenuating vibrations at a second frequency and about attenuating 
vibrations along an axis perpendicular to the vertical axis by virtue of the Wolf device 
having a structure similar to that of the instant invention. Applicant's device includes a 
first hole shown in the area of 212 extending between the top and bottom ends of a 
body 200. Wolfs device also includes a first hole 7 extending between the top and 
bottom ends of a body. Applicant's device includes a second hole 216a extending 
through the body between the top and bottom ends and intersecting the first hole. 
Wolfs device also includes a second hole 6 extending through the body between the 
top and bottom ends and intersecting the first hole. The holes of the instant invention 
are sized and shaped as shown to effect attenuation of vibration at a second frequency. 
The holes of Wolf are sized and shaped as shown to effect vibration at a second 
frequency to the same extent as Applicant's invention. This limitation, in particular, is 
rejected alternatively under 102 and/or 103 to cover the possibility of the first and 
second holes of Wolf being sized to have the same frequency as the body. Applicant 
has not responded to the similar structure argument. Simply stating that Wolf fails to 
disclose or suggest the claimed invention does not suffice to overcome the art rejection. 
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Applicant is required to point out the supposed errors in the rejection and in Examiner's 
argument supporting the rejection. 

Accordingly, the rejections have been maintained. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melody M. Burch whose telephone number is 571-272- 
71 14. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (6:30 AM-3:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James McClellan can be reached on 571-272-6786. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnatlon about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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